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Did you know... up to 87% of instruments in surgical trays

go unused, leading to excessive sterilization energy and water
use.

» Initiatives to optimize surgical trays report that >50% of
instruments could be removed from surgical trays.

» Fewer instruments in a surgical tray leads to lower carbon
footprint from sterilizing, washing and steaming each
instrument, while increasing the instrument’s longevity

» Each instrument removed from a tray may save up to $0.51
per use in cleaning, processing, and depreciation cost
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Fig. 2 Percentage reduction in the number of instruments and tray
weight per tray after optimization
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What can YOU do in JUNE?

>

>

In your next case, try to reduce the number of instruments
which are opened but remain unused by the end of the case
Review and optimize your preference cards for your most
common procedures

Switch to “have available in room” on preference cards any
instruments which are seldom used, but need to be
immediately available

Meet with colleagues in your group to agree on optimized,
standardized surgical trays for your specialty
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Follow us and help lead the change!



https://surgonc.org/resources/surgical-oncologists-for-sustainability-2/
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